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| have recently had the fortune of engaging, for a little, in kabuki and was profoundly satisfied with my first experience. The
artform has had a rich history in Japan, for over 400 years. Having spent some time working in Obara, during a 2-year-span, as
an assistant language instructor, at a junior high school there, | was finally able to see, firsthand, what my former students were
raving on and on about. The Obara community is the center for the artform in our region and boasts a rich art culture.

At my first kabuki encounter this past June, at the Wakabayashi Community Center, | was invited to participate in a workshop,
and from my newly acquired experience, “perform” on stage, on the same day, in front of other guests. In spite of not being
able to read all of the written lines | was assigned, | couldn’t resist the allure of dressing up, strapping on a sword on my hip
and being a samurai for a few moments. | happily embraced the experience.

| also visited the Obara Kabuki Hall in July, to see my first live kabuki show and was completely in awe. Seeing a really young
cast from the community, and college students from Chukyo University giving an energetic and captivating performance on
stage, demonstrated the depth of value the young performers place in their culture, as well as their commitment to bringing

their passion to life for the enjoyment of their audience.

There will be many more exciting cultural events like these for everyone to engage in,
including members of the international community, so | hope, together, we can share

these exciting invitations with the wider community.

Like, and follow our
Facebook page for
more updates!
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